Building
a legacy

 Developer Achs putting

ere’s no mistaking a Saskatoon
property Ken Achs has put his mark
on.

From the buildi ns line up to
get info an Secon Awnue ﬂndﬁlbid Street
to, some would say most famously, the King
Geor;ge renovation
and rehabilitation
pm;ed' Ju.ﬂ' up the

Achs’ work

:_f:i'ig aut fiom the By Eassand.ra K}']e

The president

Erou

Mid-West Group of Cos. and partner in Me-
ridian Develapment Corp. took the time to
answer five questions asxed by StarPhoenix
business reporter Cassandra Kyle about the
development of Saskatoon,

T i
completion g George last year.
Meanwhile, the Luxe project on Broadway is

almost complete. What are your thoughts on
those two projects?
—— 7 KA: Unguestionabl

(they are) the two hij
est-quality projects
have ever been built in
Saskatoon. Nobody else

is even close,

velopers — don’t show
up on site, they just hire
trades and subs and take
what they lgi\re them and,
know, 1t's just the

natore of the business. We're an anomaly in
the business; we're infinitely more hands-on
than 99 per cent of developers.

SP: Does Mid-West have any updated
Elam for anew head office after losing the

id to remodel the Arthur Cook building in
the warehouse district?

KA: Yes. I just sent a letter to city council
about all the time, energy and attention that

‘has been spent on the
sonth downtown and to

which should be
one, which has
a detriment
tonorth dowmntown,
'Ihe ve been working
last 10 lo
have thf.ESm\a
extension put through,
with still no success.
And at the same time,
as a private developer,
we've spent millions
of dollars on projects
starting from Starbucks
to Frakas to Ki
George ‘A«‘iﬂllrcl.?%mdl
tions on it — mﬂdusl
T -
test project is going to have
estfrmmgegffoaju d.ego : everduliirgm
the downtown with the exception of Midtown
Plaza. We're redoing the old Modem Press
building and building a new four-storey office
building on the comer. [t involves about 400
feet of frontage on Second Avenue and it's
going to heanA—c.lass office building with
. And, it's going to be unique
We don't get any favours or anyspemal
concessions from the city; we just go ahead
and do what we have to do to build it. And
just for the overall well-being and health
of the downtown core, it would be nice if
the city could quit studying and focus on
cleaning up some of the issues that have been
there for years instead of ing all their
time and money on south downtown.

ou think the city's cumrent plan
fo.rRl\rer ing is in the best interest of
Saskatoon residents?

KA: Ask me in 10 years, I don’t know, I
would like to sse something happen there but
it's crystal-ball gazing.

If you were to askanyt'od in the down-
town core in 1968 whether they felt Midtown
Plaza was a positive step in the downtown,
they would have said, absolutely, No.” But
the reality is, if it wasn't for Midtown Plaza,
Saskatoon’s downtown core would be dead.

So, it’s hard to say. It depends on the devel-
opment, the time, how user-friendly it is, if it
gets bl.uh all of the above,

SP: What area of the city would you like to
see developed further?

—&P Photo by Gord Waldner
Developer Ken Achs calls the planned revitalization of the Modem Press building
on Second Avenue North a ‘kind of last hurrah’

KA: The warchouse district — it’s the
biggest secret in Saskatoon. It's probably the
largest piece of undeveloped core land in any
western Canadian city and it's just a secret.

To be fair to the city, there are issues
dealing with the railroad, but after 10 years

u would think you conld put a deal
togeﬂ{(;rsonn way.

SP ‘What projects do you have on the go

T]:eonlythmg that I have on the draw-
i.ngboaﬂils our new office building and that's
kind of a last hurrah here. I don’t want to
tetire, but I don't want to be as active as [ have
been and I just want to have a good home for
our staff and leave something for the city.

chyle@sp.carirest.oom




